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May 15, 2024

Attn: Columbia County Commissioners

Re: Public Road Vacation of Luma Vista Drive

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing you on behalf of the 8,200+ Citizens of the City of Scappoose. The City of Scappoose Public Works
Dept. is in opposition of the proposed vacation of Luma Vista Drive for several reasons.

The City of Scappoose owns a 76 acre parcel that abuts Luma Vista Drive. In reading through land use documents
at the time of the Luma Vista Drive design and construction, the City’s parcel appears to have been a consideration
and factored into the design of the road and its placement. Please see attached exhibits for reference.

ORS 368.331 states “A county governing body shall not vacate public lands under ORS 368.326 to 368.366 if the
vacation would deprive an owner of a recorded property right of access necessary for the exercise of that property
right unless the county governing body has the consent of the owner”. The City of Scappoose has not given this
consent and has not even been asked for this consent to the best of my knowledge.

Another major concern with this proposed vacation, would be the limiting of emergency access to the City’s
parcel. The City’s parcel is zoned for Public Lands Recreation and used as such. While not developed at this time,
the public is welcome to use it for the purposes of hiking etc. and is used for said purpose. Eliminating this access
could potentially make getting emergency vehicles to the site for medic or fire calls and could be problematic for
the SRFD. While there is a secondary access from NW Bella Vista, limiting access to a parcel of this size to only one
location could be catastrophic.

It is also worth noting that land use documents drafted with the developer of Luma Vista acknowledged that
Luma Vista Drive could potentially be annexed into the City and become a City street at some point in the future.

Another item worth mentioning is that reasons for vacation, #7 & #8 discuss how this vacation would ease the
burden on the County. This road is maintained by land owners, not County funds and this reasoning does not seem
relevant. If the Luma Vista residents are concerned about the City’s potential use of the road and it's impact, the
City would be willing to partner in road maintenance operations as needed.

I thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,
= 1 M—
ra—
Dave Sukau

Public Works Director

City of Scappoose 33568 E Columbia Avenue  Scappoose Oregon 97056 503-543-7146 Fax
503-543-7182
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